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Vice Chancellor chairs a meeting on Special Technology Zone

ENGRO head holds meeting with Director ORIC

PEEF fully-funded PhD Program

UAF and SBP held Agri Mela

PSF Call for proposals

USAID Mission Director Veerya Kate Somvongsiri visits UAF
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Heartiest

to the whole campus community 
and the astute leadership of

Vice ChancellorVice ChancellorVice Chancellor

On consecutively maintaining its national winning crown of

in ORICs Ranking by HEC
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NUTRITION AWARENESS SEMINAR & SCREENING CAMP AT ELC

To  s t r e n g t h e n  f u r t h e r 
collaboration with UAF, Engro 
Fertilizer Team Headed by Syed 
Shauzab H. Gardezi, comprising 
Mr. Imran Ahmad and Mr. Ijaz 
Ahmad deputy manager held 
meeting with Director ORIC Prof. 
Dr. Muhammad Jafar Jaskani. 
During the meeting, matters of 
R&D and future engagements of 
Engro Fertilizers with UAF were 
came under discussion. The 
Director ORIC appreciated the 
Engro contribution in Agri. R&D 
showcasing of innovative. He 
urged that Engro should devise an 
activity calendar in collaboration 
with ORIC. Director ORIC briefed 
them about ORIC activities and 
described the ELC as a pleasant 
learning center for students and 
the visitors.

ENGRO HEAD OF AGRIBUSINESS SOLUTIONS DIVISION HOLDS MEETING WITH DIRECTOR ORIC

VICE CHANCELLOR CHAIRS A MEETING ON SPECIAL TECHNOLOGY ZONE

Prof. Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan (HI, SI), Vice Chancellor 

along with Business Incubation Center, UAF team, 

recently orchestrated a dynamic brainstorming session 

with the Specialized Technology Zone Authority team 

led by Aamir Saleemi, Executive Director. In this 

session, more than twenty five prospective corporate 

leaders, startups, and esteemed faculty members 

having their ready to commercialize technologies 

participated, which made this event a remarkable 

convergence of innovative minds. 

During this dynamic brainstorming session, Aamer 

Saleemi, the Executive Director and Member of Zones 

Development and Management, alongwith  Sameen 

Amjad Ali, Manager commercial, illuminated 

participants with invaluable insights into the enticing 

incentives offered by the Specialized Technology Zone 

Authority (STZA).

From tax breaks to regulatory support, these incentives 

would pave the way for innovation and growth in the tech 

sector and development if we succeed to establish agri 

tech park at UAF in the country. During the session, Dr. 

Iftikhar Ahmad, Director BIC ,  Irfan Abbas, Director P &D, 

Dr. Khurram Zia,  Imran Munawar, and Mr. Farooq Hassan 

encouraged participants  to seize the opportunity and 

register their companies in the STZA, unlocking new 

pathways for growth and success. As an outcome of this 

meeting Dr. Iftikhar Ahmad, Director BIC was tasked to 

take care of the STZA affairs.
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University of Agriculture Faisalabad Vice Chancellor 

Prof Dr Iqrar Ahmad Khan (HI, SI) urged the banks to 

increase investment for the agriculture sector 

especially small farmers in order to break the 

stagnation of agricultural productivity.  It will help 

bring modern technology at the doorstep of the 

farming community.

He addressed the participants of Agriculture 

Mela/Farmer Day under the auspices of University of 

Agriculture Faisalabad and State Bank of Pakistan at 

Iqbal Auditorium.

He suggested the banks were providing Rs 1200 billion 

for the agriculture sector that can be increased 

keeping the small farmers financial constraints in 

view. He said that 90 percent of the farmers are 

farming on less than five acres, for which the 

increment in agricultural loans is inevitable to adopt 

modern trends.

He said that a large part of the country's population is 

related to agriculture, but to meet the agricultural  

needs of the growing population and to make farming 

a profitable business, this sector has to be developed 

on a scientific basis, where recovery percentage in 

Agri sector is better than other sectors.

Syed Irfan Ali, Executive Director of State Bank of 

Pakistan, said that the State Bank is taking all possible 

measures to solve the problems of the agricultural 

sector so that the dream of development can be made 

true by handholding the farmers. He said that the 

people living in the villages should shun their 

differences and strengthen the corporative system so 

that the small farmers can get loans from the bank 

easily.  He urged the farmers to use modern 

technology that will not only increase their profits but 

help in achieving a sustainable agricultural economy. 

UAF AND SBP HOLD AGRI MELA

He said that in this age of technology, rain forecasting, use 

of balanced fertil izers and other agricultural 

recommendations are just a click  away which should be 

utilized.

HBL Agricultural Services CEO Amer Aziz  said that HBL 

Zarai Services Limited is committed to catalyze positive 

change in the lives of millions associated with the 

agriculture sector of  the country.

He said that HBL was helping the farming community to 

get rid of the middle man. He that added our traditional 

agricultural system is a hurdle in a way to development for 

which we have to promote modern technology.

Director Agriculture Extension Punjab Faisalabad Division 

Abdul Hameed Chaudhry said that due to the wheat 

campaign of UAF and Punjab Agriculture Department, this 

year 93 percent of farmers have sown wheat on time in 

November and it is anticipated that it will increase from 37 

to 41 mond per acre.

Dean Social Sciences Dr Khalid Mushtaq said that although 

Pakistan has been blessed by nature with vast resources, 

but due to the traditional method of cultivation, we are 

not able to benefit from the potential in agriculture.

He called for increasing loans for agricultural sector. State 

Bank Faisalabad Chief Manager Waqas Kashif Bajwa, 

Mohammad Rafiq, BOP Agri Head Shehbaz Ahmd and others 

also spoke on this occasion. The participants also visited 

the flower exhibition, agricultural exhibition, stalls of 

banks and other areas. Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan along with 

Dean Food Science Dr. Masood Sadiq Butt, DG National 

Institute of Food Sciences Dr Imran Pasha and others also 

visited the stalls of various fertilizer companies, 

commercial banks, and also visited Pak-Korea Nutrition 

Center Food Festival in front of Admin Block.
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
by 

Academia-Industry Cooperation

Call is open between 14-07-2023 and 05-09-2023 

Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF) & The Scientific and Technological Research 
Institution of Turkey (TÜBİTAK) Under Competitive Research Program (CRP)

Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF) under a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with The Scientific and Technological 
Research Institution of Turkey (TÜBİTAK) invites joint R&D proposals from the HEC Chartered/Recognized Universities, 
Public Sector Research Institutions (only the regular faculty members/researchers) in collaboration with Industry in the 
following areas;

1. Artificial Intelligence (AI) 2. Internet of Things (IoT) 3. Electric Vehicles 4. Oceanography
The aim of the call is to strengthen the cooperation between Turkish and Pakistani scientists/researchers in science and 
industry by means of Academia-Industry Cooperation in scientific research projects.
The Pakistani side should submit the proposals through Research Grant Management System (RGMS) available at PSF 
Website (www.psf.gov.pk) whereas from the Turkish Side, the proposals should be submitted through TÜBİTAK's Project 
Application System (http://uidb-pbs.tubitak.gov.tr). PSF will support the projects upto Rs. 20.00 Million whereas TÜBİTAK will 
support projects upto 4.00 Million Turkish Lira (TL). The maximum duration of the project must not exceed 2 years. The 
detailed guidelines are available at https://rgms.psf.gov.pk/rgms/signup.aspx. Complete applications to be submitted 
through ORIC-UAF one week ahead of the closing date.

Dr. Mirza Habib Ali, Project Manager, Competitive Research Program (CRP) 
Pakistan Science Foundation, 1-Constitution Avenue, Islamabad. Phone: 051-9204033
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30-4-2024

Call for Proposals (Date extended upto April 30, 2024)
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Extends its Heartiest

to the campus community and the able leadership of

Prof. Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan (HI, SI)Prof. Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan (HI, SI)Prof. Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan (HI, SI)

Vice ChancellorVice ChancellorVice Chancellor

ongratulationsC

on securing TOP POSITION
among all BICs of Public Sector Universities and overall

Business Incubation 
Center (BIC) - UAF

rd3  Positionrd3  Positionrd3  Position across the country

t hLast year, i t was at 8  pos i t ion in the country
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USAID Mission Director Veerya Kate Somvongsiri visited 

the University of Agriculture Faisalabad and called on 

UAF Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Iqrar Ahmad Khan. She also 

visited the UAF Center for Advanced Studies in 

Agriculture and Food Security and different labs and 

field areas. 

She said that it was impressive center and USAID was 

proud to have an opportunity to establish the CAS-AFS a 

decade ago. She said that amazing work being carried 

out by faculty and students at the center for dealing 

with present agricultural challenges. She said that 

climate changes are occurring around the world.  There 

is a need to develop the food security, modern 

agriculture in Pakistan that will bring economic 

development. She said USAID strategic partnership with 

university would help work together for addressing 

agricultural challenges.   

UAF Vice Chancellor Prof  Dr Iqrar Ahmad Khan said that 

in 2013-14, the university had prepared UAF Vision 

2030. The goals of it have been achieved and currently 

more than 30,000 students are studying in the university 

while its research and development portfolio has 

exceeded 20 billion.

He said that a strategy is being devised for the best 

facilities for 60,000 students in 2050 to meet the needs 

of that time. He said that currently more than 50 

USAID MISSION DIRECTOR VEERYA KATE SOMVONGSIRI  VISITS UAF

percent female students are studying in the university, 

who are being provided with the best facilities, 

including women complex, sports complex, day care 

center, facilitation center, working women's hostel, 

common rooms and others.

He said that the UAF had prepared a ten-year 

agricultural strategic plan, which will open up a new 

chapter of agricultural development and prosperity.

He appreciated the efforts of the faculty regarding the 

spring festival celebrations. He said that there were a 

record number of patents in UAF during the last 15 

months that will uncover a new chapter of glory.  

Director Office of Democracy, Rights and Governance 

USAID, Shally Prasad, USAID Lahore Team Lead Arshia 

Bano, Director CAS Dr. Sultan Habibullah, Director ORIC 

Dr. Muhammad Jafar Jaskani, PO PRP Dr. Jalal Arif, Dr. 

Rizwana Maqbool, Dr. Saqib and others were also 

present.
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